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Important Letter from the Chair: 

 
 

  

 

 

Dear Members, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the ECC Committee, who would like 
to amend part of the Club’s statutes, and will put this proposal 
forward at our next AGM. 

We feel that paid membership is no longer in keeping with the way 
the club operates and we will propose free membership for the 
English Comedy Club. 

In the past membership fees were used for the payment of paper 
flyers and for the postage of those flyers to our homes. 

Membership also gives €2 discount per show; we have 3 shows a 
year, so there is in fact a loss for members here. 

Perhaps the central thing to membership is that a member is part of 
a theatre community, and the payment identifies you as an integral 
member of the club. 

Now we suggest that payment should be dropped, and membership 
be available to all who are interested in the ECC.  We now contact 
people via Twitter, Facebook, e-mail, websites ... membership can no 
longer be defined as a loyal group of people, but a larger, ever-
changing pool of people. 

We touch people via computer networks, not by flyers through the 
post.  So, we want to open up membership, embrace those who have 
an interest in us, hence the desire to abolish membership fees. 
 

 

Susan Botterell 

Chair, English Comedy Club 

 
 chair@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com 

 
@eccbrussels 

mailto:ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199504640067452


 

 

Director Hugh Dow writes:  Joanna Markham (Nicole Freund) is shocked when her 
married friend Linda Lodge (Laura Smith) asks to borrow her one-bedroomed flat 
for a tryst with her slightly older admirer Walter Pangbourne (Michael Hales).  She 
would have been further shocked had she known that the campish interior 
decorator, Alistair Spendlow (Arash Saffaradish), had big plans to consummate his 
union with the au pair Sylvie (Margarete Rudzki) in the self-same flat.  And she 
might possibly have gone chronically potty had she been aware that her husband 
Henry (Rory Harvey-Kelly) had promised ditto to his business partner Henry Lodge 
(Chris Jones), the philandering husband of Linda (with me so far?).  He intends to 
enjoy the delights of Felicity (Margerete again!) whom he has not yet met, merely 
chatted-up on the phone (oh do try to keep up!). Into this bal masqué marches 
Olive Harriet Smythe (Sandra Lizioli) – mad as a box of snakes but a successful 
children’s author.  She wants to sign Messrs Markham and Lodge as her publishers 
in a deal worth millions.  Trouble is, she strongly disapproves of any manifestation 
of – ahem – randy behaviour!  Greed and lust struggle for supremacy. 
 
A simple tale, told with dignity and pathos, which encapsulates the nobility and 
serenity of the human spirit – not! 

 

Move Over 
Mrs Markham 

 
By Ray Cooney 

and John Chapman 

 
2-6 & 9-13 October  

8pm 
 

The Warehouse Studio 
Theatre 

 

 
 
Click here for tickets: 
 
 
 

Tickets are €15 each, 
available from the ECC 
Website from September  
 

http://ecc.theatreinbrussels.com/
http://ecc.theatreinbrussels.com/
http://ecc.theatreinbrussels.com/
http://ecc.theatreinbrussels.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scheduled to take place after the last production of the season, auditions for Presumption also turned 
out to be the season’s last round of auditions, after auditions for both ATC and BSS autumn shows. 
Though admittedly the play requires only two performers, a man and a woman, Malinda still wondered 
how difficult it would be to find the right cast, especially a good actor … we all know how much actors, 
as opposed to actresses, are in demand. She scoured her contacts, sending out multiple invitations. She 
wasn’t surprised to learn that, one after another, several actors said, “thanks, but no thanks”, for one 
reason or another. 

Then the ECCOflash went out. Unfamiliar names started appearing in her e-mailbox, among them of 
course a number of women; but also, a surprising number of men. Everyone who e-mailed was sent a 
copy of the text, since Presumption is an original, devised work. The piece is not necessarily easy to 
visualise from the printed page and certainly not everyone’s cup of tea; but all told, six men and six 
women expressed an interest in auditioning. 

Particular quirks: 1) an e-mail from a British actor soon to relocate to Brussels, who is a fan of the piece, 
having seen its very first tour in the UK – he “auditioned” via Skype; 2) a talented Canadian, 
inexperienced and relatively new to Brussels, but full of enthusiasm; 3) a walk-in at the end of the 
second audition night, who braved his way into the Warehouse because he saw the audition note 
posted next to the gate – on a whim he wandered in, just to find out what it was all about; and 4) two 
latecomers who asked for information after the auditions were already over! 

All told, an unexpected and fascinating turn of events. There’s a lot of talent out there. Future directors, 
don’t hesitate to contact Malinda if you’re looking for men, she has got quite a few names and e-mail 
addresses to share. 

Rehearsals for Presumption will begin in September. In the meantime, the production needs to 
assemble quite a lot of furniture for the set, especially a small sofa, a coffee table preferably on 
wheels, and a desk with at least one drawer. These will furnish the apartment of a trendy, 30-
something couple, and so will have to be more contemporary than what we have in the Warehouse. 
Anyone willing to lend stuff will be warmly thanked! 

Oh yes, who got the parts?  

Presumption will be performed 4-8 December in the Studio, at 8.15pm 

by Tania Rabesandratana and Ioannis Ampazis. 

 

 



 CALENDAR GIRLS 
By Tim Firth 

Directed by Janet Middleton 
 

The Studio Theatre 
Palais des Beaux-Arts 

 
12-16 March 2013, 8pm with Matinee 16 March 

 
AUDITIONS 

 
Sunday 9 September – 2pm 

Tuesday & Thursday, 11 & 13 September – 8pm 
Back Room – The Warehouse 
Rue Waelhem 73, Schaerbeek 

 
For further information, or if you cannot make these dates, please contact Janet at 

calendar-girls@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com 
 

Calendar Girls is based on the true story of a remarkable group of women who decided to raise £500 to 
replace the sofa in the visitors’ room of the cancer ward of their local hospital.  In fact, to date, they 
have raised over £3 million for Leukaemia Research, and many other charities have benefited from 
following their lead. 
 
This play is humorous and moving.  It requires actresses who are ‘comfortable in their skins’ as, while 
the nudity is not full frontal and not seen by the audience, they will be only partially dressed on stage at 
one brief point. 
 
In keeping with the ethos of these wonderful ladies, the ECC has agreed to give €2 from 
each ticket sale to a local cancer charity in Belgium: Fondation Contre le Cancer 
(www.cancer.be) 
 
As well as six ‘Calendar Girls’ there are other fun and interesting roles available – for men as well as 
women!  Have a look at the character list and see if you are interested.  We will also be looking for 
more help with roles behind the scene.  Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Janet. 

 
“The” Calendar Girls  

 

*Chris – 50s 
Party animal – full of and creator of laughter, at home in crowds and loves being the centre of 
attention.   
*Annie – 50s 
Will join in the fun, but less of an instigator than Chris.  A calming influence.   

*Cora – 40ish 
Ex-Rock Chick. Child of parochial parents, Cora stirred life up when she went away to college … and 
then came back pregnant.  But she will not be downtrodden. She’s a deadpan joker, but not a fool. She 
raises laughter in others, but not in herself.    Must be willing to sing solo and ideally play the piano 
(but if not we can work around this).   

*Jessie – late 60s/70ish 
Ex-teacher, but don’t get on her wrong side as you’ll regret it for the rest of your life.  A lover of life, 
adventurous, slightly rebellious and would never use cosmetics.                         

            Continued … 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:calendar-girls@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com
mailto:calendar-girls@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com
http://www.cancer.be/


  

What are you doing in 2014? 

The ECC is delighted that we have our 2012/13 and 2013/14 seasons 
fully planned, but this doesn’t mean that we aren’t still looking ahead! 

We are planning a 2014/15 Planning Meeting sometime in the 
early autumn – so if you have a play you’d like to produce/direct, then 
will be your chance to put it forward.  New directors always warmly 
welcome! 

More details to follow soon! 

Calendar Girls, continued 
 
*Celia – anywhere between 35-50 
Basically materialistic and more at home in a department store than a church hall, she’s from another 
world.   

*Ruth – 40s 
Ruth goes on a journey from the false self-confidence of the emotionally abused to becoming a woman 
genuinely happy in her own skin: travelling from what Eddie, her husband, wants to what she wants.  
Eager to please, but not a rag doll.   

Other Characters 

Marie – 50s 
Leader of the WI.  Efficient, upright, stern. There’s a lingering part of her that would love to be in the 
calendar. 

John – Annie’s husband – 50s 
A human sunflower: wherever light is, no matter how weak, he will find it. Not a saint, nor a hero. Just 
the sort of man you can rely on.   

Rod – Chris’s husband – 50s 
John’s mate. Can give back what Chris throws at him. 

Lawrence – photographer - late 20s 
Shy but not a nerd, with enough spirit to make a joke and take on the photography for the calendar.  
When photographing he sees a photograph – not nearly naked women. 

Lady Cravenshire – Local Toff - 60s 
She doesn’t mean to be so patronising, but the WI ladies seem to be from another world – that of her 
estate workers. Somewhat supercilious, she knows how to make an entrance 

Elaine – Eddie’s ‘bit of stuff’ -20s 
Clinical. Cutting. Common behaving posh. Stunning. 

Liam – Washing Powder advertisement director - late 20s or early 30s 
Would prefer to be directing other things than a photoshoot for washing powder.   

Brenda Hulse – Speaker at WI evening - 40 upwards 
Well intentioned. Dull. 

 

Visit from The Swan Theatre Company, Bedford 
 
We are delighted that Bedford will be paying us their annual visit this 
autumn – more details to follow! 
 
Ruth goes on a journey from the false self confidence of the emotionally abused to 

becoming a woman genuinely happy in her own skin: travelling from what Eddie, 
her husband, wants to what she wants.  Eager to please, but not a rag doll.   

Other Characters 

Marie – 50s 
Leader of the WI.  Efficient, upright, stern. There’s a lingering part of her that would 
love to be in the calendar. 

John – Annie’s husband – 50s 
A human sunflower: wherever light is, no matter how weak, he will find it. Not a 
saint, nor a hero. Just the sort of man you can rely on.   

Rod – Chris’s husband – 50s 
John’s mate. Can give back what Chris throws at him. 

Lawrence – photographer - late 20s 
Shy but not a nerd, with enough spirit to make a joke and take on the photography 
for the calendar.  When photographing he sees a photograph – not nearly naked 
women. 

Lady Cravenshire – Local Toff - 60s 

She doesn’t mean to be so patronising, but the WI ladies seem to be from another 

world – that of her estate workers. Somewhat supercilious, she knows how to make 
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BUTT AWARDS 2012 
 
Conrad Toft writes:  Well done to the Separate Tables team 
for their seven prizes at this year's BUTT Awards: Best Show; 
Best Actress (Lyn Wainwright); Lighting (Carsten Koester);  
Publicity (John Baldwin and team including Sara Hammerton 
and Graham Andrews); Props (Andrea Theinert); Make-up and Hair (Agnes Andrews) and Audience 
Award (for the fabulous scene changes). 
 
Congratulations also go to Michael Motwani (the puppy in A Dog's Life) for his Best Newcomer 
Award, Diana Morton-Hooper Deeks who won the Alan Kenway Award (for Life Long Achievement) 
and Christine Marchand, who received the Golden Butt Award for her hard work for CAST, as well as to 
the rest of the winners and nominees.   For the full results see http://www.theatreinbrussels.com/. 
 

What Conrad fails to mention is the important role he always plays in organising the  
BUTTS, which simply could not go ahead year after year without the help of so many.  

Our sincere thanks go to (amongst others):  

Jim … for welcoming us to your beautiful garden, and for your generous hospitality  

Conrad & Martin & Alice … for your organisational skills and commitment 

Zsuzsanna … for your presentation skills and endless supply of fab frocks and hats! 

Finally, I am grateful to Alice for the wonderful photos she’s allowed us to use in Ecco 

this month … see next page for more pictures of the Awards and Winners! 

  

 

 

 

 

And Happy Birthday Sue! 

Conrad & Michelle, Zsuzsanna, Jim & Martin and Alice … THANK  YOU! 

https://www.facebook.com/diana.deeks
http://www.theatreinbrussels.com/


 

BUTT AWARDS 2012 
 

A Day of Sunshine, Smiles … and Showers! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the A Dog's Life team at FEATS 

Well done to everyone involved with this year's FEATS (Festival of European 
Anglophone Theatrical Societies) entry at Antwerp. The audience really enjoyed 
the production of A Dog's Life, directed by Christine Marchand. 

Special congratulations go to Sue Botterell and her team who were awarded the 
Stage Management Award, as well as to Michael Motwani, nominated for the 
Discretionary Award, and Ted Fletcher, nominated for Best Actor. 

Best Show went to Entity Theatre, Munich, second prize to Theater de WAANzin, 

Ghent, and third prize to CATS, Rheindahlen (who, sadly, are disbanding this year). 

Annie Dawes of BATS has done a wonderful write-up of all the plays for the FEATS 
June 2012 Newsletter, and very kindly agreed we can share it via Ecco, so to read 

Annie’s reviews and a list of all the winners go to:  

http://theatreinbrussels.com/ecc/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/FEATS-Newsletter-

June2012.pdf  

Thanks to go to the BATS team, who made us all feel very welcome and managed 
to arrange glorious weather over the weekend! 

 

SEASON LAUNCH – THEATRE IN BRUSSELS OPEN DAY 
Sunday 16 September  -  2-6 pm 

The Warehouse 
  
Co-Organiser Lilian Eilers writes: The ATC , BLOC, BSS, ECC  and ITG  are organising a joint  Theatre in 
Brussels Open Day on 16 September at the Warehouse.   The aim will be to: 

 1.       Attract newcomers to a) join our groups on- and off-stage and b) buy tickets to our 
performances 

2.       Re-engage those who used to be active or come to our performances but whose interest has 
waned 

3.       Develop new interest in backstage roles 

4.       Provide our active group members with an opportunity to socialise across groups and 
celebrate!  

We will open up the entire Warehouse, using some of our existing props to create a magical, 
theatrical feel to the whole place. There will be short performances throughout the day, including 
the award-winning ECC FEATS entry A Dog’s Life, plus short 15-minute presentations  
- depending on our volunteers  -  on everything from directing a show, designing a set, stage 
management, sound and lighting, costumes and make-up. We will serve free tea, coffee and soft 
drinks.  Homemade cakes and sandwiches will be on sale, and there will be a cash bar.   

Mark your calendar for an afternoon of fun and entertainment! Entrance is free, but we will have 
an online booking form for registrations to give us an idea of numbers.  

Watch out for more information about this event and how you can get involved! 

  
 

http://theatreinbrussels.com/ecc/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/FEATS-Newsletter-June2012.pdf
http://theatreinbrussels.com/ecc/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/FEATS-Newsletter-June2012.pdf


 

 

THE ECC FILMED FOR GREAT CONTINENTAL RAILWAY JOURNEYS 
 
Sue Botterell writes: 
Recently the BBC contacted the English Comedy Club concerning the BBC programme GREAT 
CONTINENTAL RAILWAY JOURNEYS.  As with his previous series, Michael Portillo is following the 
Bradshaw’s Guide from 1913. Having learnt that there was already a large British community in Brussels 
at the time, the BBC wanted to make a link with a British group that was around then and our 103 year 
old group fitted the bill perfectly. After a preliminary meeting with the production team at the 
Warehouse, a date was fixed for filming on 2nd June. 
  
The committee asked Diana Morton-Hooper Deeks and Richard Wells, as long-standing members of the 
club, to represent and speak on behalf of the ECC, so thank you both for that! 
  
  
 

 

 

 

The filming, also attended by 
some of the committee, took 
place at a café on the Grand 
Place, where the BBC had to 
contend with an exceptional 
number of exuberant and vocal 
hen and stag parties wandering in 
and out of shot, shouting and 
singing, along with several people 
who recognised Michael Portillo 
and wanted photos with him. 
 

Diana, Richard and the BCC somehow 
managed to get through their segment, 
and now we will all simply have to wait 
for the programme, and see how they 
link our Club in with the JOURNEY ! 
 
The programme is due to be broadcast 
in the autumn, so check your TV guides! 
 

Above: Diana Morton-Hooper Deeks, Philip 
Deeks, Lyn Wainwright, Andy Ing, Alice Perry, 
Richard Wells, Sue Botterell and Michael Portillo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Playreadings 
 

The ECC is extremely grateful to Mary and Barbara for their generous hospitality, allowing 
us to enjoy an evening informally reading some favourite plays. 
 
We are also grateful to the members who make suggestions about which plays we should 
read and who organise us to take turns at reading. 
 
If you have a play you think we would enjoy, please do suggest it!  You don’t need to be 
the ‘Leader’ for the evening, but if you’d like to, well, that would be just great too!  Mary is 
happy to receive your suggestions!   
 
We also have a ‘library’ of texts, and if you’d like to browse that for ideas, again, talk to 
Mary! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Playreadings 
 

1 August  
We will meet Chez Mary to read Roar Like A Dove by Lesley Storm 

 
5 September: To be Announced 

 
Put the dates in your diaries now!  

 
 

 
We meet at 7.45 for an 8pm start! 

Please ring Mary for further information and to let her know if you are going to come 

along or email ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com 

 

(If ringing you are most likely to catch Mary between 8-10, am or pm) 
 

Why do we need to let Mary know?  Partly so that our hostess can ensure that there are 
enough chairs out for us all and re-arrange their furniture, and partly in case it is necessary to 
make a last minute change of venue. 
 

Contributions to drinks and nibbles always welcome! 
 

 
 

 

 
Would you like to host the playreading one month? 

If so – please let Mary know!  She and Barbara will not be offended! 

mailto:ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com


 
 

   
 

Other Forthcoming Events...  

For more information and auditions see www.theatreinbrussels.com 

 
 

 

American Theatre Company Arsenic and old Lace 

 23-27 October 

  

ETCetera An Evening With Strindberg 

 6-10 November 

  

Irish Theatre Group A Dublin Bloom 

 13-17 November 

  

BLOC Beauty & The Beast 

 29 November – 2 December 

  

Brussels Shakespeare Society The Merchant of Venice 

 12-16 February 2013 

 

 

Click on the name of the theatre group above to go directly to their 
website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you hear of any productions coming up in English in Brussels or Belgium, why not share 
with your ECC friends? Send details to Janet for inclusion in the next ECCO: 

ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com 

http://www.theatreinbrussels.com/
http://atc.theatreinbrussels.com/
http://www.europeantheatreclub.eu/
http://irishtheatrebrussels.com/
http://www.bloc-brussels.be/
http://www.shaksoc.com/
../../Downloads/ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com

